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Cluster History

CITYNET is the largest association of urban stakeholders committed to sustainable
development in the Asia-Pacific region. Established in 1987 with the support of
UNESCAP, UNDP and UN-Habitat, the network of cities has grown to include 173
municipalities, NGOs, private companies and research centers.

CITYNET’s Disaster Cluster, established in 2005, is a group of proactive cities and
organizations in the Asia- Pacific Region concerned with reducing the risks associated with
disaster. The Cluster was led by Yokahama until this year when the City of Makati was
reappointed as the Cluster Lead for the 2023-2026 term.

Established on April 1, 2021, the CityNet-Plus Arts Center for Creative Partnerships in Kobe was
founded by Plus Arts NPO with the aim of facilitating knowledge dissemination originating from
Japan. Operating as a pivotal resource, the Center for Creative Partnerships endeavours to
strengthen the disaster education initiatives of CityNet members by aiding in the creation of DRR
learning centers.
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instrumental role in the development of more resilient communities. We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the moderators, speakers, and esteemed guests, whose presence and substantial
contributions significantly contributed to the resounding success of the 15th annual Citynet
disaster cluster seminar.

Introduction

This annual report of the CityNet Disaster Cluster provides a
comprehensive overview of the enlightening seminars
conducted throughout the year. These seminars served as a
platform for knowledge dissemination, partnership
exploration, and resource mobilization, all in line with
CityNet's steadfast commitment to advancing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), the Sendai Framework for July 7th: CNDC Seminar Day 1
Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR), and the COP21/COP25 Opening, and a thematic session on
agreements. With the City of Makati assuming the leadership
role within the Disaster Cluster for the period from 2023 to
2026, the seminars held great significance in paving the way
for resilient urban development. This report delves into the July 8th: CNDC Seminar Day 2
invaluable insights shared by esteemed speakers from diverse [REECUCUNHTEGENEEYEIELEED
sectors and countries, shedding light on the critical steps Systems In Consultation with Affected

. . . People and site visits to two local
taken to build resilient communities. communities.

July 6th: Disaster Cluster

Committee Meeting:
Strategic Planning for the upcoming
4-year term.

Understanding Systemic Risk, and
Risk Communication.




Special Report: 15th CITYNET Disaster Cluster Seminar | Issue 9

2023 Annual CityNet Disaster Cluster Survey Results

Prior to the CNDC Seminar, CityNet-Plus Arts for Creative Partnerships conducted a pre-
seminar survey of participating cities’ disaster risk reduction programs and practices to
ensure the seminar contents were valuable to all participants. The survey was filled out by
18 cities and organizations which yielded valuable information that will help the Disaster
Cluster plan future activities.

Most common disasters Survey purpose

~®. Floods Analyze the needs of
m I
cluster members. !

0 Health emergencies

Monitor member's

W Earthquakes

A2
e progress. _|1[|_[|:[!_
==
000

Determine the

@ Human-Induced Fires activities for

CITYNET’S Disaster

Cluster.

Priorities at the Municipal Level

#1 Priority » Securing budget for overall DRRM
Securing budget for J activities.

. . » Securing medical personnel for
overall DRR activities )
disasters.

» Capacity building of policymakers and
city officials for disaster management.

Priorities at the Community Level:
» Increase collaboration with
#1 Cha”enge community leaders for Disaster
X Prevention.
Resources/Capauty Raise education and awareness for the
application of the Sendai Framework.
Implement “worst case” scenario

planning for vulnerable communities.
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Opening Ceremony

Hon. Mayor Mar-len Abigal S. Binay, the TR Action
esteemed Mayor of Makati, took the lead in
spearheading the 15th CityNet Disaster Cluster
Seminar held on June 7th, 2023. Attended by
international stakeholders from diverse
organizations, including local governments,
civil society organizations, academe, private
sectors, and those involved in disaster risk
reduction (DRR), the session marked Mayor
Binay's commitment for the next four years as
the cluster lead. She emphasized the
importance of sharing knowledge and
experiences among CityNet members to foster
city-to-city cooperation and support capacity Hon. Mayor Mar-len Abigail S. Binay of Makati welcomes
development during the seminar. the delegates to mark thé epening of the seminar.

=

Committee Meeting

The commencement of the four-year term for the
disaster cluster was marked by a strategic planning
meeting convened under the auspices of the cluster
lead, the City Government of Makati. During this
session, the city imparted insights into their disaster
prevention protocols and procedures. It is
noteworthy that this convening is held annually. The
meeting witnessed the presence of seven disaster
cluster co-leads, representing diverse regions and
countries within the Asia-Pacific Region. Notably, the
newly appointed co-leads for the period of 2023- -
2026 include the Colombo Municipal Council, e ) . 3
Matsuyama City, Quezon City Government, Taoyuan CoEaas sigyigineir commgmentond
City Government, Ahmedabad Study Action Group
(ASAG), National Society for Earthquake Technology-Nepal (NSET), and Plus Arts. Moreover, the
meeting extended invitations to two additional participants from Lalitpur and Pokhara in Nepal.

contributions methods for the future term.

Seminar Objective Disaster Cluster Frameworks

The primary objective of this seminar centred on
imparting knowledge, fostering partnership [ B

opportunities, and availing resources, all in SENDAI FRAMEWORK

alignment with CityNet's overarching mission of FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 2015-2030
advancing the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction (SFDRR), and the commitments %@ v
stemming from the COP21 and COP25 agreements. § &d
It is noteworthy that this year signifies the GALS
commencement of the City of Makati's tenure as

the lead entity within the Disaster Cluster for the

period spanning from 2023 to 2026.
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Day 1 - Understanding, Managing, and Communicating Risks Using Web Apps, Data Gathering,
and Analysis

Succeeding the Mayor's address, a keynote
discourse was delivered by the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR),
elucidating the organization's response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and emphasizing the
significance of adopting a systemic approach to
risk preparedness. Subsequently, a
representative from the World Council on City
Data took the floor, delivering a presentation
on the provision of precise data to enhance
the quality of life in cities. The principal
suggestion put forth urged cities to utilize the GeoRisk PH explaining the importance of gathering
ISO 37120 standardized reporting reputable data to keep cities safe.

methodology to ensure the utmost quality and
usability of data.

A discourse was delivered by GeoRisk PH, %

encompassing the integration of technology in

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). The speaker re 51 o : &% &
. T n Essentials Localization of the
introduced the organization's recentl 'UN i iy
g y of UNDRR index of the scorecard Applications

developed web system and application,
designed to evaluate hazard services
according to specific geographic locations.

Subsequently, the Taipei City Fire Department
conducted a presentation, showcasing their
All-Hazard Risk Analysis tools employed for ;
monitoring temperature rises and intense 4
precipitation. This session aimed to educate ' i - @
attendees on utilizing a risk analysis ,h __ :
framework to evaluate the degree of peril é@ L v &6 oy
faced by cities. The presenters also shared { 2ul g '

their utilization of a radar chart, capable of

forecasting forthcoming risks and collecting Taipei City Fire Department showing the step-by-step plan
data pertaining to protective measures. on how to evaluate and assess disaster data.

Day 1 - Eight Cities Sign Up To MCR2030

On the first day, eight members signed up for
Making Cities Resilient (MCR2030). This is a
stakeholder initiative for improving local
resilience through knowledge sharing, logistical
expertise, and partnership building. These cities
included Bangkok, Lalitpur, Dhangadhi,
Pokhara, Taipei, Taoyuan, Colombo, and
Tansen. This photo was taken as a sign of
documented collaboration among the
members.

8 cities pose for ceren;onia/ sign-up for MCR2030.
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Taipei

Bangkok .
East Asia | Member

Southeast Asia | Member

Taoyuan

Lalitpur East Asia | Cluster Co-Lead

South Asia | Member
Lalitpur

Metropolitan City

Dhangadhi

South Asia | Member Colombo

South Asia | Cluster Co-Lead

Tansen
South Asia

Pokhara
South Asia

The inaugural speaker in the afternoon session
represented Matsuyama City, delivering a presentation
encompassing diverse themes such as past seismic
occurrences, notably the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji and
2011 Great East Japan Earthquakes. These events
underscored the imperative of implementing disaster
preparedness initiatives in classrooms and workshops
throughout the city.

Following this discourse, PlusArts took the floor and
shared insights into their globally acclaimed IZA! KAERU
CARAVAN! program, elucidating the process of localizing
it to new countries. Furthermore, PlusArts highlighted
their recent visit to lloilo in the Philippines, emphasizing
the significance of post-collaboration re-engagement
with communities. This session generated international
interest in fostering future collaborations with PlusArts
programs.

' B =l
PlusArts-emphasizing the imﬁortance of

localization within international community

initiatives.
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Day 1 - Community Building, Education, and Awareness Strategies for Risk Communication

The National Society for Earthquake
Technology-Nepal (NSET) presented their
endeavors in raising awareness and
promoting risk communication. Notably, they |
discussed their Gorkha Earthquake Technical
Support Program, which entails training
engineers and community members in
construction and reconstruction safety
practices.

Ms. Liza Velle B. Ramos, representing the
Research and Planning Division of the
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Office (DRRMO), concluded the first day of
the seminar by sharing her team's policies,
plans, and protocols pertaining to disaster = X 2
prevention. The outcomes of this session Makati DRRMO providing evic/en'ce ofstratégic and /bgistic
encompassed invitations for strategic technigues for a resilient city.

partnership opportunities and the exchange
of experiences in local government risk
resilience.

Day 2 - Sector Diversity with Academe, Civil Society, and Private Organizations

The initial session of the second day was
dedicated to the subject of governance and
financial systems, with a specific focus on
designing systems that benefit marginalized
communities. Presentations were delivered
by representatives from esteemed academic
institutions, including the Asian Institute of
Management (AIM) and the Earthquake and
Megacities Initiative (EMI). The key takeaway
from these sessions revolved around the
essential lessons learned in creating,
designing, and implementing resilience plans
tailored to the needs of vulnerable
communities. — ]
Subsequently, two representatives from Ehime [ iR RraeieRlce el e e S he/pza/drice the
University, Japan, took the stage, initiating a disaster cluster knowledge for resilience.

discussion on Collaborative Disaster Risk

Reduction (DRR) initiatives within school systems through youth exchange programs and research
proposals. This topic was further expanded upon by the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation
(PDRF), which shared a personal account of trauma resulting from a natural disaster. The speaker
delved into practical realities such as community responses to vulnerable infrastructure and the
role of governments in supporting vulnerable populations.
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Day 2 - Sustainable Manufacturing and Disaster Relief Products from the Private Sector

One of the primary objectives of the Disaster
Cluster Seminar was to underscore the
importance of industry diversity. This gathering
brought together organizations from academia,
government, civil society, and the private
sector to exchange their respective
perspectives and insights.

The session featured presentations by two
private companies, showcasing their innovative
waterless oral care and disaster infrastructure
products. The highlight of the demonstration
was a live, sixty-second showcase of
constructing a PLA bed using 70% recycled
materials. This practical exhibition aimed to
emphasize the product's utility in disaster
scenarios. Following this, a representative from
the Ahmedabad Study Action Group (ASAG),
representing civil society, shared their
experiences in designing architecture that
ensures the safety of communities during
natural disasters.

Partnerships with privaté sectors allow far gevernments
and businesses to coifcide harmoniously.

Puti Booth can help
provide privacy within Bubble sheet called “Putiputi” is made
disaster shelters of Recycled PE and air.

Day 2 - Capacity Development Specialist Empowering Local Communities

( Y9R
Leam/ng'fro'/ﬂ_neighbor/'ng. cities within the same country
can help collaboration efforts for. DRR.

In this session, a delegate from the
Quezon City Government presented an
overview of the community needs of local
residents and outlined the government's
endeavors to address these requirements.
Additionally, the Cities Development
Initiative for Asia (CDIA) shared insights
into the funding of viable community-led
projects, emphasizing their potential to
drive innovation for the future.

Representatives from community clusters,

"3Rs" of Weather Advisory by Quezon City servingas co-leads, took the floor to

1. Reassess
Check current weather
conditions

2. Revise
Align advisory with
possible impacts

3. Reissue
Announce the localized
results to the community

discuss the pressing issues encountered on
the ground. Speakers from Sri Lanka,
Taiwan, and the Philippines provided
background information on their
respective organizations and elaborated
on the efforts they are undertaking in the
realm of disaster risk reduction. The
organizations mentioned were the
Colombo Municipal Council, Feng Chia
University, and the Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) office of Quezon City.
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Day 2 - Barangay Waterway Rehabilitation

In order to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the impacts and
initiatives undertaken by the City
Government of Makati, a site visit was
organized to a previously vulnerable
local community that has undergone
successful rehabilitation.

Barangay San Isidro, characterized
by challenges related to improper
waste disposal resulting from
informal settlements, has been
effectively cleaned, reconstructed,
and maintained through

- ' e ' government
Building and maintaining community projects like the waterway | interventions
rehabilitation allows for a sustainable and prospering future.

it

—

(T[]

§ =

Day 2 - Community DRR Drill

Similarly,

Barangay Poblacion required the active
involvement of the entire community to
conduct a large-scale disaster drill. This drill
centered around community protocols,
response mechanisms, and necessary
emergency adaptations in the event of a
disaster. The demonstration encompassed a
range of drills, including those for fire safety,
evacuation procedures, earthquake response,
and injury management, all aimed at
safeguarding the well-being of the public.

practice DRR together built trust and resilience.
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CITYNET DISASTER CLUSTER MEMBERS

As of July 2023
1.Baguio City Government 29. Nepalgunj Submetropolitan Authority
2.Bangkok Metropolitan Administration 30. RMS Consulting Co. Ltd.
3.Bharatpur Submetropolitan City 31. San Fernando City (La Union)

4.Bheemdatta Municipality
5. Cauayan City Government
6.Centre for Asia Pacific Initiatives — University of

32. Seoul Metropolitan Government
33. Seoul Tourism Organization

Victoria 34. SEVANATHA-Urban Resource Center
7.Da Nang People’s Committee 35. Sri Jaywardenapura Kotte Municipal Council
8. Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia Municipal Council 36.Surabaya City Government
9.Dhaka North City Corporation 37. Taipei City Government
10.Dhangadhi Submetropolitan City 38. Tehran District 2

11.Galle Development Foundation

12. Healthy City Net’work of !Vlongolla 40. Yokohama Association for International
13.Hue City People’s Committee

14.1loilo City Government Communications and Exchanges (YOKE)
15. Iriga City Government 41. Yokohama City University
16.Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Council

17.John B. Lacson Foundation Maritime University

18.Kathmandu Metropolitan City

19.KDDI Foundation

20. Lalitpur Metropolitan City

21.League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP)

22.Legazpi City Government

23.Local Government Academy

24.Lumanti (Memory) Support Group for Shelter

25. Mabhidol University, Kanchanaburi Campus

26.Marikina City Government

27.Muntinlupa City Government

28.Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (NAST)

39. Tuguegarao City Government

CITYNET PlusArts Center for Creative Partnerships

Design and Creative Center Kobe 307
1-4, Onohama-cho, Chu-kuo

Kobe, 651-0082, Japan

Phone: 078-335-1335

FAX: 078-335-1339

URL: http://www.plus-arts.net




